
New deputy joining 
county sheriff’s Dpt. 

Crittenden County Sheriff Evan 
Head has announced some per-
sonnel changes at the sheriff’s 
department. Effective next week, 
Bobby Beeler will become a deputy 
and Boyd Bates will resign from 
the force. Beeler recently resigned 
from Livingston County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Eddyville man charged 
in connection with 
alleged park robbery 

An Eddyville man has been ar-
rested in connection with an al-
leged robbery at 
Marion-Crittenden 
County Park that po-
lice believe occurred 
on Saturday, Jan. 4. 
Lyon County Deputy 
David Carroll and 
Kentucky State Police 
located Lonnie L. Lee 
Jr., 21, of Eddyville at a home on 
Calhoun Road in Lyon County on 
Sunday, Jan. 12. Lee was wanted 
in Marion for his alleged involve-
ment in the incident at the park. 
He was charged with first-degree 
robbery and was lodged in the 
Crittenden County Detention Cen-
ter. 

Marion Police Department 
opened a case after individuals 
from Murray contacted Marion E-
911 Dispatch, reporting that they 
were robbed at gunpoint during 
what was supposed to be an 
arranged transaction for a pair of 
Nike shoes. Police believe others 
may have been involved in the in-
cident. Shortly after the investiga-
tion began, the department shared 
a photograph on the MPD Face-
book page showing two men in a 
local convenience store. Anyone 
with information that could assist 
in the investigation is asked to 
contact the Marion Police Depart-
ment at 270-965-3500. 

 

Cancer mortality 
rates are dropping 

American Cancer Society re-
ports a 34% drop in U.S. cancer 
mortality rates from 1991 to 
2022, preventing 4.5 million 
deaths. However, cancer rates are 
rising among women and younger 
adults. Women under 50 now face 
cancer rates 82% higher than men, 
up from 51% in 2002. Pancreatic 
cancer remains a major concern, 
with rising cases and a five-year 
survival rate of just 8%.  

Kentucky continues to struggle 
with some of the nation’s highest 
cancer rates, driven by smoking, 
obesity and limited access to care. 
The state leads in lung cancer di-
agnoses and deaths. Cancer re-
mains the second-leading cause 
of death in the U.S.deaths pro-
jected in 2025. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Jan. 27 at Deer Lakes meeting 
room. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 at Rocket Arena. 

•Marion Planning and Zoning 
Commission meet at at noon 
Thursday, Feb. 6 at city hall. 
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Lee

STAFF REPORT 
For Crittenden County’s 

Lady Rocket basketball pro-
gram, winning never gets old. 
This week, the Lady Rockets 
are showcasing their skill 
and tradition on one of the 
state’s biggest stages – the 
All A Classic State Tourna-
ment.  

The tournament opened 
Wednesday at Owensboro’s 
SportsCenter, with quarterfi-
nal games scheduled for Fri-
day, semifinals Saturday  
and the championship set for 
Sunday. 

Guiding the Lady Rockets 
is Shannon Hodge, whose 
32-year coaching career has 
turned a small, rural pro-
gram into a perennial state 
small-school challenger. 
With this unequaled 10th All 
A Classic State Tournament 
appearance by a Second Re-
gion team, Hodge has proven 
that desire, preparation and 
belief pays dividends. 

A former Lady Rocket her-
self, Hodge has built more 
than just a winning program.  

 
See COACH/page 9 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Fiscal 

Court has officially appointed 
the Crittenden County Drug 
Coalition as the advisory 
committee to oversee the use 
of opioid settlement funds al-
located to the county through 
the National Opioid Settle-
ment. These funds, restricted 
to approved opioid remedia-
tion purposes, will be distrib-
uted over several years to 
address issues stemming 
from opioid dependency and 
abuse. The Drug Coalition 
will recommend how these 
funds are used, ensuring 
compliance with settlement 
agreements and prioritizing 
programs for mitigation, re-
duction, and treatment of 
opioid-related challenges. 
Final decisions on fund ex-
penditures will be made by 
the Fiscal Court based on the 
coalition’s recommendations. 

State and local govern-
ments across the country are 
receiving billions of dollars in 
settlements from companies 
that made, sold or distributed 
prescription painkillers and 
were accused of fueling the 

opioid crisis. More than a 
dozen companies will pay the 
money over nearly two 
decades. So far, Crittenden 
County has received more 
than $200,000, and the City 
of Marion has received over 
$12,000. 

Magistrates also approved 
funding requests from the 
opioid settlement, most of it 
for case management drug 
testing. The Crittenden 
County Detention Center, 
which is contracted to handle 
a large portion of local test-
ing, was approved for a 
$5,000 payment at the re-
quest of the Drug Coalition. 
Another $3,000 was provided 
to the coalition for its annual 
expenses. An additional $875 
was approved for the jail for 
court-ordered drug screen-
ings, and $520 was approved 
for MBC Outreach. 
Inmate fee going up 

Magistrates approved an 
increase in inmate housing 
fees, raising the daily rate 
from $32 to $40 for all non-

contract counties. The 
change, retroactive to Jan. 1, 
also affects Crittenden 
County inmates, who are re-
quired to pay for the days 
they spend in jail. 

This adjustment does not 
impact Lyon County, which 
has its own contracted rate. 

To aid in collecting pay-
ments from local inmates 
after their release, the deten-
tion center has partnered 
with a new firm, Pay My 
Jailer. 

“No one is surprised that 
they have to pay more for 
housing an inmate,” Jailer 
Athena Hayes said. 
Jail budget adjustments 

The jail’s financial condi-
tion remains a concern. Al-
though revenue was up in 
December, expenses also in-
creased. Hayes attributes the 
higher costs to inflationary 
pressures. 

County Treasurer Yvette 
Martin said December in-
cluded a rare cycle of three 
pay periods, which also taxed 

the jail’s cash flow. 
In response to a revenue 

shortfall in the first six 
months of the county’s fiscal 
year, which began July 1, 
2024, adjustments were ap-
proved at last week’s meeting 
to the jail and general fund 
budgets. 

In November, the detention 
center reported receipts of 
$338,177.79, with disburse-
ments of $311,579.58. How-
ever, December saw an 
increase in receipts to 
$391,487.27, alongside 
higher disbursements of 
$399,191.26, attributed to 
escalating expenses. 

To address the budgetary 
shortfall, the jail’s spending 
plan was reduced by 
$83,242.87. Additionally, the 
general fund was reduced by 
$24,371 to help offset the dif-
ference in expected revenue. 
County attorney office space 

The fiscal court is evaluat-
ing options for the county at-
torney’s office space as 
County Attorney Bart Frazer 
plans to sell his office build- 
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 CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

STAFF REPORT 
Amid a multimillion-dollar expansion 

and after about five months without a 
superintendent, Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District (CLWD) late last week 
promoted from within, 
naming office manager 
Abbie Adamson to head 
the utility. 

Water district board 
members met in special 
session Thursday in 
Salem. Four of the six 
members were present, 
including Chairman 
T.L. Maddux, who 
gaveled the group into 
closed session for about 30 minutes 
before emerging to announce that 
Adamson, 38, of Morganfield, would 
become superintendent effective Jan. 
27. 

A graduate of Crittenden County 
High School, Adamson holds an asso-

ciate degree in applied science from 
Madisonville Community College. She 
has served as CLWD office manager for 
about 12 years. Maddux and others on 
the board expressed confidence in her 
ability to lead the utility as it works to 
double its size over the coming years. 
In 2023, the district announced a 
roughly $30 million plan to improve 
distribution and holding capacity and 
to expand its plant at Pinckneyville 
from 2 million gallons a day to 4 mil-
lion. The district serves about 10,000 
customers, including wholesale munic-
ipal buyers in Grand Rivers, Ledbetter, 
Salem, Smithland and Marion. 

Adamson’s father and brother – Dave 
Belt and Scott Belt – are magistrates in 
Crittenden County. She said the fam-
ily’s civic-mindedness will be beneficial 
in her new post. 

Board member Tony Travis, a retired  
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Opioid money, rent hike, jail on magisrates’ plate

Coach Hodge cutting 
down the net after her 
team won an unequaled 
10th All A Second Re-
gion championship.

Amid expansion, CLWD names new head
Water utility hires superintendent from within

Quick Facts for State 
n Crittenden County’s opening 
round game was scheduled for 8 
p.m. Wednesday in the All A Clas-
sic Girls Basketball Tournament in 
Owensboro to face 15th Region 
champion Martin County, which 
improved to 7-4 after beating 
Betsy Layne 41-40 last week in 
that region’s title game. In 
statewide power rankings, Crit-
tenden County is ranked 32nd, 
while Martin County is ranked 
67th out of 267 teams in Ken-
tucky. 
n If they advance, Crittenden 
County will play at 1 p.m. Friday 
against the 14th or 7th Region 
champion. The semifinal round is 
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, with the championship game 
at noon Sunday at Owensboro’s 
SportsCenter. 
n PrepSpin will provide exclusive 
live game video broadcasts. The 
cost is $14.95. Additionally, the All 
A Classic will produce a network 
radio broadcast. Details on how 
to watch or listen to the game are 
available at allaclassic.org.

Girls are in state 
tournament for 
record 10th time

Adamson



  
 
Wring 

Clara Marlene Wring, 
86, of Salem, died Thurs-
day, Jan. 
16, 2025 at 
Livingston 
H o s p i t a l 
a n d 
Healthcare 
Services. 

S h e 
l o v e d 
plants and 
flowers and to cook and 
bake. Most importantly 
she loved to worship her 
Lord and Savior. She was 
a member of Pinckney-
ville Baptist Church. 

Surviving are her four 
children, Debbie (Joey) 
Loyd of Burna, Cheryl 
(Gary) Driver of Salem, 
Kevin (Darlene) Wring of 
Salem, and Eric (Ashley) 
Wring of Burna; seven 
grandchildren, Amanda 
(Richard) Poe of Ceru-
lean, Justin (Dakota) 
Loveless of Smithland, 
Wesley Wring of Marion, 
Eli Wring of Marion, 
Isaac Wring of Salem, 
Lauren Wring of Burna, 
and Logan Wring of 
Burna; and four great-
grandchildren, Waylon 
and Maddie Wring of 
Salem, and Landon and 
Tally Kate Loveless of 
Smithland; a brother, 
Barry (Shirley) Kirves of 
Evansville; a sister, Jan-
ice (Carl) Mobley of 
Evansville; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Harold Wring; and her 
parents, Harold and 
Clara Kirves. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Jan. 19 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.  Burial was in 
Tyners Chapel Cemetery. 
Paid obituary 
 
Slaton 

Donald E. “Red” Sla-
ton, 86, of Madisonville, 
died Thursday, Jan. 2, 
2025 at Deaconess Mid-
town in Evansville. 

He was 
born July 
15, 1938 in 
Marion, to 
the late 
Clifton Sla-
ton and 
Ruth Drury 
Slaton.  

He retired 
as a car-
penter and 
was a proud 
member of 
the Chicago 
Carpenters 
Union. He was a Vietnam 
veteran with the United 
States Army. He loved 
reading, fishing, garden-
ing, woodworking, and 
watching Gunsmoke. He 
was always tinkering and 
working out in the ga-
rage.  

Surviving are three 
daughters, Holly (Rob) 
Medley of Madisonville, 
Amy Slaton of Madison-
ville and Lisa (Juan) 
Ayala of Crown Point, 
Ind.; two sons, Jim 
Bauer of Muhlenberg 
County and Chaney 
(Sara) Bauer of Madison-
ville; and 12 grandchil-
dren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Mary 
Slaton. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Jan. 18 at Bar-
nett-Strother Funeral 
Home. Burial will follow 
at a later date. Paid obituary 

 

Dunkerson 
Gary L. Dunkerson, 

75, of Salem died Friday, 
Jan. 17, 2025 at Jackson 
Purchase Medical Center 
in Mayfield. 

He was a 
t r u c k 
driver and 
he at-
t e n d e d 
New Union 
B a p t i s t 
Church. 

Surviving 
are his wife of 54 years 
Brenda; a son, Anthony 
“Tony” (April) Dunkerson 
of Salem; a grandson, 
Austin (Lillie) Dunkerson 
of Salem; a granddaugh-
ter, Ashleigh Dunkerson 
of Paducah; a great-
granddaughter, Aurora of 
Salem; a sister, Velva 
“Bo” Jacobs of Ledbetter; 

and several nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Au-
brey “Orb” and Wilma 
Riley Dunkerson; two 
brothers, Glendal Vernon 
“G.V.” Dunkerson and 
Aubrey, Jr. “Sonny Boy” 
Dunkerson; and three 
sisters, Mary Croft, Nelda 
DeWeese and Sandra 
“Sammie” Porter.  

Funeral services were 
Monday, Jan. 20 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services with Bro. David 
Davis and Bro. Chris 
Damron officiating. Bu-
rial was in Salem Ceme-
tery. 

 
Hardin 

Billy “PeeWee” Deon 
Hardin, 79, of Marion 
died Sunday, Jan. 19, 
2025 at his home. 

He was a 
t r u c k 
driver for 
47 years. 
He enjoyed 
v i s i t i n g 
and talking 
w i t h 
people. He 
was a member of Calvery 
Baptist Church in 
Crayne. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Lisa (Terry) Guess of 
Frances; two sons, Bill 
(Tonya) Hardin of Benton 
and Brent (Christy) Har-
din of Cadiz; a sister, 
Linda (Mike) Sutton of 
Frances. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
C.D. and Evelyn (Tharp) 
Hardin; a brother, Eu-
gene Hardin; and a 
granddaughter, Camryn 
Hardin. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Jan. 22 in 
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services with Bro. 
Steven Kirk officiating. 

Burial was in Crayne 
Cemetery. 

 
Wrenn 

Wayne Alan Wrenn, 
Jr., 66, of Marion, died 
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 
2025, at Baptist Health, 
Madisonville.  He had 
worked at Dollar General 
and Food Giant. 

Surviving are a son, 
Cody of Marion; two 
daughters, Livvy of Hen-
derson and Kayla of An-
chorage, Alaska; two 
brothers, Frank and 
Tony; and four sisters, 
Monique, Camille, Su-
zette and Sabrina. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
one brother. 

Visitation is from 3-5 
p.m.. Friday, Jan. 24 at 
Gilbert Funeral Home.  A 
private committal service 
will be held at a later 
date. 

 
Nichols 

Theodore Nichols, Jr., 
67, of Marion, died Sat-
urday, Jan. 18, 2025 at 
Baptist Health Paducah. 
He attended Carter's 
Community AME Zion 
Church in Queens, NY. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Jennifer Lee Nichols of 
Marion; five children, 
Shakeema Wright, Mi-
chael Nichols, Jakai 
Perez, Jemiah Nichols 

and Nakira Nichols; two 
stepsons, Demetric Moss 
and Shawnte Moss; 16 
grandchildren; his 
mother, Catherine 
Nichols; three brothers, 
Lorenzo, Keith and Kevin 
Nichols; and two sisters, 
Edna Mundy and 
Kimberly Nichols. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Theodore Nichols, Sr.; a 
son, Luther Johnson; 
and a brother, Alfonzo 
Nichols. 

Services will be held at 
a later date. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

 
Fritts 

Robbie Deane Lynn 
Fritts, 95, died at the 
Willows Legacy of Ham-
burg in Lexington. She 
spent her time serving 
others. From a young age 
she took on 
the role of 
a second 
mother to 
her five 
s i b l i n g s 
after the 
passing of 
her father 
when she 
was 13. As she grew 
older, she and her hus-
band Donald T. Fritts 
opened Fritts Drug Store, 
in Morganfield, where 
she was bookkeeper for 
30 plus years. Prior to 
that she worked at the 
Kentucky State Employ-
ment Office for 16 years 
in Frankfort, Mayfield 
and Henderson. She also 
served as a teacher, 
starting in the one-room 
schools of Sullenger and 
Hebron and then con-
tinued to teach at the 
Morganfield First Baptist 
Church where she taught 
the four-year-old Sunday 
school class and led 
WMU.  

She loved all of her 
“families,” starting with 
the family she grew up 
with and extending to the 
family she and Donald T. 
built together. She was a 
loving daughter and 
sister, wonderful wife, 
caring mother and a dot-
ing grandmother. This 
caring continued to her 
extended “families” in-
cluding her church 
family and the family at 
Fritts Drug Store. She 
was special in that she 
never met a stranger and 
would often make at-
tempts to find connec-
tions with each person 
she encountered. She 
was an avid reader, life-
time UK basketball fan, 
and extremely skilled 
needle crafter.  

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Donna (Ken) Fritts 
Armstrong of Lexington 
and John Fritts of North 
Hollywood, Calif.; two 
grandchildren, Beck and 
Ashley Armstrong; a 
sister, Lois Faye Lynn of 
Louisville; and a brother, 
Fred Lynn of Salem. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
57 years, Donald T. 
Fritts; parents, William 
and Wilma Lynn; 
siblings, Charles Lynn, 
Dorothy Lynn Wade and 
Billy Ray Lynn; brother-
in-law, Bob Anderson 
and sisters-in-law, Sally 

Lynn, Betty Lynn and 
Jeanne Lynne.  

Services are at 1 p.m., 
Friday, Jan. 31, 2025 at 
Morganfield First Baptist 
Church. The family will 
receive visitors from 11 
am until service time at 1 
pm at the church. Gilbert 
Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. 
The family wants to 
thank caretakers at the 
Willows Legacy in Lexing-
ton and asks that dona-
tions be made to the 
Morganfield First Baptist 
Church Missions pro-
grams. Paid obituary 

 
Kinnis 

Verna Mae Kinnis, 91, 
passed away peacefully 
at Baptist Hospital in Pa-
ducah. She was born to 
the late Vernon T. 
McClure and Odie Lorena 
Owen.  

Surviving 
are a 
daughter, 
Sabur ina 
( M o r r i s ) 
Hodge of 
Eddyville; a 
son, De-
metrius (Leigh Ann) Kin-
nis of Marshall County 
and her daughter, Ma-
riah Wyatt. She leaves 
behind cherished grand-
children Nathan (Kindra) 
Hodge and their daugh-
ter Maddie Hodge of 
Brighton, Mich., and 
McKinzey (Pastor Jona-
than Brazell) Brazell and 
with their children Annie, 
Lola and Everett of Cor-
pus Christi, Texas; a be-
loved sister, Dale (Pastor 
Don Beverly) Beverly of 
Eddyville; and a brother, 
Billy Owen of Beaver 
Dam. 

 She was preceded in 
death by her first hus-
band, Kelly Odell McKin-
neyl and her second 
husband, Frank Edward 
Kinnis; brothers, James, 
Troy, Danny and Oliver 
McClure; and a sister, 
Dean Wilson. 

Her greatest love in life 
was her faith in Jesus 
Christ. She was an active 
member of Seven Springs 
Baptist Church near Dy-
cusburg for over 30 
years, where her church 
family brought her im-
mense joy. Later, she 
built her home in Eddy-
ville and moved her 
membership to Pleasant 
Hill Baptist Church near 
Eddy Creek. There, she 
served faithfully as the 
church pianist until she 
could no longer drive. 
Her church family and 
their love enriched her 

life beyond measure. 
Services were Friday, 

Jan. 17 at Lakeland Fu-
neral Home in Eddyville. 
Pastor Don Beverly and 
Pastor Jonathan Brazell 
lead this celebration of 
her life. She had one spe-
cial request for her fu-
neral: that the plan of 
salvation be shared so 

that everyone could come 
to know the Jesus she 
loved so deeply. 

We are comforted 
knowing Verna is now in 
the presence of the Lord. 
Her unwavering faith and 
love for her Savior re-
main an inspiration to all 
who loved and knew her. 

Paid obituary 
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Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, Jan. 23 
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden  
County Senior Center. 
• Crittenden County High School SBDM meets at 3:30 
p.m., in the school library. 
Saturday, Jan. 25 
• Crittenden County Extension Service and H&H Home 
and Hardware are teaming up for Organize DIY at 10 
a.m., at H&H on Sturgis Rd. Learn tips for getting or-
ganized and build your own plastic tote storage unit. 
Pre-registration required by calling the Exension office 
at (270) 965-5236. 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 
• Crittenden County Extension Service’s Hooks & 
Needles club meets at 1 p.m., at the Extension annex. 
Saturday, Feb. 1 
• Crittenden County High School Beta Club’s Frosty 
Paws 5K at 10 a.m., at Marion City-County Park. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Mary Hall Ruddiman Canine Shelter. 

 
Pictured with 
Jamison dur-
ing a 101st 
birthday cele-
bration are 
her grand-
daughters 
(clockwise 
from left) 
D’Anna 
Browning, 
Karen Cruce 
and Danielle 
Hunt. 

Organic eating key to 101st
Naomi Opal Jamison of 

Marion celebrated her 
101st trip around the 
sun Friday, Jan. 17 
alongside family and 
friends at Crittenden 
County Health and Re-
habilitation Center.  

Affectionately known 
as “Honey” by her chil-
dren and grandchildren 
and many townsfolk, Ja-
mison has lived a life 
deeply rooted in healthy,  
organic living.  

Growing up, her grand-
daughter D’Anna Brown-
ing recalls Honey’s 
pantry stocked with 
wheat germ, and most 

meals prepared with ing-
redients from her own 
garden.  

Alongside her hus-
band, Pat, she cultivated 
orchards, grapevines, 
and a variety of vege-
tables and fruits native to 
Kentucky. They sourced 
most of their dairy and 
minimal meat from the 
Amish community, en-
suring their diet re-
mained wholesome and 
natural.  

Pat continues to har-
vest local honey from his 
hives, a testament to 
their dedication to clean 
living. 



 

Looking for a home 
Comet has had a rough life. He was 
found abandoned in LBL, barely sur-
viving. He was literally skin and bones. 
Despite his dire circumstances, he has 
been the best boy! His tail never stops 
wagging. He loves people, other dogs 
and doesn't even mind cats. Come 
check him out at Mary Hall Ruddiman 
or call 270-965-2006. He’s really the 
best guy and needs a good life for the 
rest of his.
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 CRITTENDEN COUNTY GRAND JURY

 LIVINGSTON COUNTY GRAND JURY

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

Grand Jury this month 
issued indictments in 
half a dozen felony cases. 

A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or inno-
cence; it merely decides 
whether enough evidence 
exists to continue prose-
cution of a case in circuit 
court. 

Following are cases 
heard by the grand jury 
where indictments were 
handed down. 

•Haley Elizabeth 
Gable, 21, of Marion, was 
indicted on a Class C 
felony charge of first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance (drug 
unspecified), a Class D 
felony charge of traffick-
ing in marijuana, and a 
misdemeanor charge of 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. 

Court records indicate 
that Crittenden County 
deputies Robbie Kirk and 
Shante Moss went to a 
residence in Marion on 
Oct. 4 to serve civil court 
documents and smelled 
burned marijuana. Upon 
further investigation, 
marijuana and mush-
rooms were found in the 
home. The complaint 
also states that Gable’s 
smartphone produced 
evidence of drug traffick-
ing. 

•Terri Henry, 45, of 
Dawson Springs, was in-
dicted on a Class C 
felony charge of second-
degree burglary and 
Class D felony charges of 
theft by unlawful taking 
(under $10,000) and 
first-degree criminal mis-
chief by complicity, as 
well as a misdemeanor 
charge of possession of 
burglary tools. 

Court records indicate 
that she and an accom-
plice allegedly burglar-
ized a home in rural 
Crittenden County in Oc-
tober. The home be-
longed to the estate of a 
man who had recently 
died. Law enforcement 
tracked a cell phone ping 
to her apartment in Daw-

son Springs. On the door 
was a decorative wreath 
allegedly stolen from the 
house, and other items 
were found in the apart-
ment, according to 
Deputy James Duncan, 
who investigated the 
case. 

The accomplice, 
Antony Y. Petrakis, 44, of 
Dawson Springs, is also 
charged in connection 
with the alleged burglary. 

•Christopher McKinley, 
39, of Marion, was in-
dicted in two cases, in-
cluding one involving the 
striking of the police 
chief with a motorcycle 
while trying to elude cap-
ture. 

In the first case, 
McKinley is indicted on a 
Class D felony charge of 
tampering with physical 
evidence, a Class C 
felony charge of first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine), and 
misdemeanor charges of 
third-degree fleeing or 
evading police, resisting 
arrest, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 

In the second case, 
McKinley is indicted on 
Class D felony charges of 
first-degree wanton en-
dangerment of a police 
officer and second-degree 
fleeing or evading police. 
He is also charged with 
misdemeanors and traffic 
violations, including sec-
ond-degree criminal mis-
chief, failure to maintain 
required insurance, oper-
ating on a suspended or 
revoked license, failure to 
comply with the helmet 
law, and having no or ex-
pired registration plates. 

In September, local po-
lice attempted to serve 
multiple warrants at an 
apartment complex on 
the north side of Marion. 
McKinley allegedly fled 
the scene on a motorcy-
cle, striking Marion Po-
lice Chief Bobby West, 
who suffered minor in-
juries. McKinley re-
mained at large for just 
over two months. 

On Dec. 4, McKinley 

was apprehended after 
attempting to flee law en-
forcement officers out-
side his residence. He 
fled into nearby woods on 
the north side of town, 
behind a Dollar General. 
Sheriff Evan Head and 
Chief West pursued 
McKinley, who was found 
hiding in dense brush. 
Despite orders to surren-
der, McKinley initially re-
fused, prompting officers 
to use a Taser to gain 
compliance. 

A search of McKinley 
and his belongings un-
covered drug parapher-
nalia, scales, and a 
pouch containing 
methamphetamine, hy-
podermic needles, and 
other items. 

•Lonnie Moore, 52, of 
Marion, was indicted on 
a Class C felony charge 
of second-degree bur-
glary and misdemeanor 
charges of third-degree 
terroristic threatening 
and resisting arrest. 

Moore allegedly broke 
through the window of a 
family member’s home 
on Nov. 25 and threat-
ened her life. The victim 
filed an emergency pro-
tective order against 
Moore. Police later found 
him down the road from 
the alleged victim’s 
home. He refused to get 
out of his vehicle, and of-
ficers had to remove him 
by force. 

•John P. Henry, 46, of 
Marion, was indicted on 
a felony charge of culti-
vating marijuana (five or 
more plants) and misde-
meanor charges of sec-
ond-degree possession of 
a controlled substance 
(hallucinogen) and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia. 

Investigators report-
edly discovered mari-
juana plants and 
mushrooms at Henry’s 
home in November while 
visiting on an unrelated 
matter. 

All are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Half dozen individuals indicted
Crittenden County Detention Center 
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JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
January  16, 2025   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $32.00 

 
DECEMBER 
Total Receipts    $391,487.27 
Disbursements $399,191.26 

STAFF REPORT 
At Crittenden County 

Detention Center, look-
ing back over the past 
five years, inmate popu-
lations are down about 
5% if you consider the 
average daily population 
over each of the 12 
months. Housing fee in-
creases have helped the 
jail overcome lower num-
bers, but it’s still falling 
short of budgeted figures 
for this fiscal year. Jailer 
Athena Hayes has attrib-
uted that to a change in 
philosophy statewide but 
stated a few weeks ago 
that the trend appears to 
be moving again toward 
higher inmate popula-

tions, here and across 
the state. The average 
daily bed count in calen-
dar year 2024 was 185, 
almost identical to the 
average in 2023, which 
was 184. 

Over the three-year pe-
riod from 2020 to 2022, 
the daily count did not 
average below 190, with 
2020 showing the largest 
daily population rate at 
196. In calendar year 
2024, which is different 
from the jail’s fiscal year 
that ends June 30,  
housing revenue was 
$2.8 million, the highest 
over the past five years. 
However, increased costs 
are putting a strain on 

the jail’s finances. The 
county last week made 
budgetary adjustments 
to help the jail meet 
cash-flow demands. The 
county also approved a 
rate increase for non-
contract county inmates. 
See related article from 
the fiscal court meeting 
in this issue. 

In calendar year 2023, 
the jail’s housing rev-
enue, which includes 
payments from state, fed-
eral and other county 
sources, was $2.5 mil-
lion. It was $2.7 million 
in 2022, $2.76 million in 
2021 and $2.6 million in 
2020. 

STAFF REPORT 
Livingston County 

Grand Jury last week re-
turned indictments 
against several individu-
als on various charges. It 
is important to note that 
an indictment is an alle-
gation and does not con-
stitute a determination of 
guilt or innocence. 

The following were in-
dicted last week and 
their cases sent to Liv-
ingston Circuit Court. 

•Destinee Claycomb, 
28, of Louisville, was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of theft by unlawful tak-
ing (automobile) and mis-
demeanor second-degree 
criminal mischief. 

•Nicholas J. Mattocks, 
42, of Princeton, was in-
dicted on a felony count 
of theft by failure to 
make required disposi-
tion of property. 

•Anthony M. Alvarez, 
35, of Marion, was in-
dicted on a charge of 
first-degree possession of 
a controlled substance 
(fentanyl) and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 
According to court docu-
ments, Alvarez was ob-
served by law 
enforcement driving a 
white van that failed to 
stop behind the clearly 
posted stop bar at the 
stop sign at the intersec-
tion of US 60 and Lake-
view Drive in Ledbetter. A 

traffic stop led to a 
search of the vehicle, 
where deputies located a 
black zipper bag in the 
glove box containing two 
syringes and a spoon 
with multiple pieces of a 
blue pill believed to con-
tain fentanyl. Alvarez 
also has a pending traffic 
case in Crittenden Dis-
trict Court for reckless 
driving. 

•Edgar Hernandez, 41, 
of Ledbetter, was in-
dicted on felony charges 
of first-degree wanton 
endangerment and first-
degree criminal mischief, 
as well as misdemeanor 
and traffic violations in-
cluding first-offense DUI 
(aggravating circum-
stances), having no oper-
ator’s license, no or 
expired Kentucky regis-
tration receipt, failure of 
owner to maintain re-
quired insurance, and 
possession of an open al-
coholic beverage con-
tainer in a motor vehicle. 
Hernandez was arrested 
on Oct. 12 when deputies 
responded to a traffic ac-
cident at US 60 and Mc-
Cullom Lane in 
Ledbetter. The citation 
alleges that Hernandez 
denied being the driver of 
a Nissan Rogue Sport 
that crashed into another 
vehicle causing heavy 
damage. He claimed an-
other person was driving 

and fled the scene be-
cause they were intoxi-
cated; however, 
investigators found no 
evidence supporting this 
claim. An open Modelo 
beer was discovered in 
the vehicle, and Hernan-
dez later registered a 
0.239% blood alcohol 
content on an Intoxilyzer, 
more than three times 
the legal limit of 0.08% in 
Kentucky. 

•Darci Nicole Driver, 
40, of Burna, was in-
dicted on a felony charge 
of first-degree possession 
of a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 
Driver was arrested on 
Sept. 5 after deputies ob-
served a vehicle fail to 
use a turn signal when 
making a right-hand 
turn at the intersection 
of US 60 and Lakeview 
Drive in Ledbetter. A traf-
fic stop led to a search of 
the vehicle, during which 
a purse was allegedly 
found containing two 
rolled-up baggies, a cut 
straw, and a powdery 
substance believed to be 
methamphetamine. 

•Arvil S. Crowley, 65, of 
Paducah, was indicted 
on a Class C felony 
charge of first-degree 
strangulation (domestic 
violence related).

Jail revenue up, inmates down in ’24

Six indicted on felony cases

STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky House Bill 15 has been 

proposed, which aims to lower the min-
imum age to obtain a driver’s permit 
from 16 to 15 years old. House Majority 
Floor Leader Rep. Steven Rudy (R-Pad-
ucah), who introduced the bill, noted 
that Kentucky is an outlier compared 
to neighboring states, most of which 
allow learner’s permits before age 16. 

The bill, introduced in the House on 
Jan. 8, has bipartisan support. How-
ever, AAA has expressed concerns, 
warning that younger drivers may lack 
the maturity to make sound decisions 
behind the wheel. Despite this, Rudy 
emphasized that the measure would 
not be mandatory but would provide an 
option for parents who choose to allow 
their teens to get permits earlier.

Bill would lower driver permit age to 15



Fredonia water bills 
join CLWD lost in mail 

Residents served by the 
Fredonia Water System and 
the Crittenden-Livingston 
County Water District (CLWD) 
are dealing with issues stem-
ming from lost January water 
bills due to postal system er-
rors, local leaders say. Nei-
ther utility plans to send 
replacement bills in the mail, 
and customers are encour-
aged to take proactive steps 
to ensure their accounts re-
main current. 

CLWD officials have con-
firmed that all January bills 
were lost in the postal sys-
tem. The bills were incor-
rectly routed to Louisville 
from the Evansville sorting 
center and cannot be lo-
cated. 

The district will not im-
pose late penalties for Janu-
ary bills. 

Customers can obtain 
their bill amounts by calling 
the office in Salem at 270-
988-2680. 

The district requests that 
customers avoid contacting 
the water plant at Pinck-
neyville unless it’s a water-
related emergency, as plant 
staff do not have access to 
billing information. 

With approximately 3,600 
customers, the majority of 
whom are not enrolled in 
auto pay, the district has 
been logjammed by calls. 
The district apologizes for 
the inconvenience and ap-
preciates the patience of its 
customers, said Abbie 
Adamson, the office manager 
and soon-to-be superin-
tendent. 

Similarly, the Fredonia 
Water System has reported 
that its customers have not 
received their January bills 
due to postal issues. Re-
placement bills will not be 
sent, and customers should 
contact Fredonia City Hall di-
rectly. Customers can obtain 
their bill amounts by calling 
Fredonia City Hall at 270-
545-3925. City office hours 
are 8 a.m., to 4 p.m., week-
days. 

 

Lawsuit seeks to  
reopen KERA case 

A student-led lawsuit filed 
Tuesday in Franklin County 
Circuit Court alleges that 
Kentucky's education system 
has backslid over the past 
two decades, leaving stu-
dents without the equitable 
and adequate education 
guaranteed by the state con-
stitution. The Associated 
Press reports the suit is 
spearheaded by high school 
students statewide, including 
members of the Kentucky 
Student Voice Team, and 
names state education lead-
ers and top Republican law-
makers as defendants. 

The plaintiffs argue that 
funding disparities between 
wealthy and poor districts 
have widened since the land-
mark Kentucky Education 
Reform Act (KERA) of 1990, 
which once served as a na-
tional model for education 
reform. "Generations before 
us fought to reimagine Ken-
tucky schools, and we are 
here to ensure that promise 
is renewed for every stu-
dent," said Danielle Chivero, 
a Lexington high school stu-
dent and one of the plain-
tiffs. 

The Associated Press 
noted that the lawsuit revives 
the debate over KERA, claim-
ing the state has failed to 
maintain adequate funding 
levels, with the state's share 
of education costs dropping 
from 75% to 50% since the 
1990s. The suit also high-
lights broader issues, includ-
ing declining literacy rates, 
inadequate counseling re-
sources, and gaps in civics 
education. 

Defendants, including 
state education officials and 
Republican legislative lead-
ers, declined to comment on 
the pending litigation. Dem-
ocratic Gov. Andy Beshear’s 
office did not address the 
lawsuit directly but reiterated 
his push for increased edu-

cation funding to support 
universal pre-K and compet-
itive teacher salaries. 

The case is expected to 
take years to resolve and 
may ultimately reach the 
Kentucky Supreme Court. 
Plaintiffs say their goal is not 
to blame teachers but to ad-
dress systemic inequities. 
“This lawsuit targets sys-
temic failures, not individual 
schools or teachers,” said 
Luisa Sanchez, a student 
plaintiff from Boyle County. 

 

Bill proposes closing 
loophole in powers 

State Sen. Chris McDaniel, 
R-Ryland Heights, has refiled 
a proposed constitutional 
amendment that seeks to in-
crease gubernatorial ac-
countability regarding 
pardons and commutations, 
introducing new limitations 
on when a governor may ex-
ercise that authority, accord-
ing to a report from 
Kentucky Today. 

The measure, designated 
Senate Bill 126, has been in-
troduced by McDaniel in 
multiple legislative sessions. 
It proposes amending Sec-
tions 77 and 240 of the Ken-
tucky Constitution to 
suspend a governor’s pardon 
and commutation power 
starting 30 days before a gu-
bernatorial election and last-
ing until the day of the next 
inauguration. 

“This proposal is designed 
to ensure that governors re-
main accountable to the vot-
ers for their actions,” 
McDaniel said, as reported 
by Kentucky Today. “While it 
does not remove the gover-
nor’s constitutional authority 
to issue pardons, it ad-
dresses a critical loophole 
that became evident follow-
ing the 2019 gubernatorial 
election.” 

McDaniel’s effort is rooted 
in the controversial actions 
of former Republican Gov. 
Matt Bevin, who issued hun-
dreds of last-minute pardons 
during his final days in office 
after losing his 2019 re-
election bid to Democrat 
Andy Beshear. Many of those 
pardons involved individuals 
convicted of serious crimes. 
The proposed amendment 
aims to prevent similar situ-
ations by placing reasonable 
restrictions on the timing of 
such decisions. 

 

New water line on 
West Depot Street 

Work commissioned by 
the City of Marion is under-
way on West Depot Street to 
replace an aging cast iron 
water line with a new six-
inch line. A contractor is cut-
ting a 36-inch-deep channel 
in the street to accommodate 
the upgrade. 

The line serves about 30 
customers, including the jail, 
and all connections will need 
to be reestablished. The 
project is expected to take 8 
to 10 weeks, depending on 
weather conditions. 

Funding for the replace-
ment comes from the city’s 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) appropriation. 

 

County shelter gives 
monthly animal report 

Crittenden County Animal 
Shelter reported 47 dogs 
taken in during December, 
with 33 sent to rescue 
groups, eight adopted, and 
five reclaimed by their own-
ers. Two dogs died due to 
medical issues, while no 
dogs escaped or were eutha-
nized. By Dec. 31, the shelter 
housed 30 dogs, with 42 in 
foster care. 

Donations totaled $913 
for the month, with an addi-
tional $100 collected in re-
claim fees, bringing total 
receipts to $1,563. 

 

Riverview Park cools 
for winter camping 

Riverview Park, formerly 
known as Dam 50, experi-
enced a fairly quiet Decem-

ber as winter weather further 
reduced camping activity. 
During the month, the park 
recorded 5 RV nights and no 
tent nights, reflecting a sea-
sonal dip in visitor numbers. 
Despite the lower activity, 
the park's amenities, includ-
ing its seven concrete RV 
pads with full hookups for 
power, water and waste-
water, remain a valuable 
draw for travelers seeking a 
peaceful winter getaway. 

December's revenue in-
cluded $1,280 from RV site 
reservations. Additional fee 
and tax revenue brought 
total deposits for the month 
to $1,419.67. With total ex-
penses amounting to 
$1,226.22, the park ended 
the month with a net income 
of $193.45.  

All collected revenue is di-
rectly reinvested into ensur-
ing the quality of these 
amenities. Affordable pricing 
remains a hallmark of the 
park, with tent sites available 
at $5 per night and RV sites 
at $20 per night with full 
amenities, both reservable 
through CrittendenCoun-
tyKy.org. 

Riverview Park facilities 
include a seasonal dock, 
restrooms, pavilion and 
recreational areas.  

 

Nominations sought 
for farming award 

Kentuckians are invited to 
nominate a farmer or 
forester for the 2025 Ken-
tucky Leopold Conservation 
Award, Commissioner of 
Agriculture Jonathan Shell 
announced. 

“This award honors farm-
ers who showcase excep-
tional conservation 
practices,” Shell said. “The 
Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture is proud to part-
ner with the Sand County 
Foundation to recognize a 
farm family devoted to man-
aging our natural resources.” 

The $10,000 award, 
named for conservationist 
Aldo Leopold, celebrates pri-
vate landowners dedicated to 
ethical land, water, and 
wildlife habitat management. 
The award is presented in 28 
states by the Sand County 
Foundation, a leader in pri-
vate land conservation. 

Nominations can be sub-
mitted by others or self-
nominated. Applications are 
available at sandcountyfoun-
dation.org/uploads/2025-
CFN-Kentucky.pdf and are 
due by March 31, 2025. 
Completed materials must be 
emailed to 
KentuckyLCA@sandcounty-
foundation.org. 

The award has been pre-
sented in Kentucky since 
2013. The 2024 recipients 
were Mike and Tammy Wil-
son of Whispering Hills Farm 
in Anderson County. 

For more information, visit 
leopoldconservationaward.org. 

 

Fires on Dean’s List 
Campbellsville University 

has announced for the Fall 
2024 semester. Victoria Fires 
of Princeton has earned a 
place on the Dean's List, 
which recognizes students 
achieving a semester grade 
point average of 3.50 or 
higher while completing at 
least 12 credit hours. 

Patricia Cheatham and 
Tiffany Knight of Waverly 
were named to the Presi-
dent’s List for having a 4.0 
GPA. 

 

Glore joins security 
team at Lyon County 

Perry Glore has been 
sworn in as the newest Court 
Security Officer (CSO) 
Deputy. A Lyon County na-
tive, Glore brings extensive 
law enforcement experience, 
having previously served as 
sheriff in Crittenden County 

and as a sheriff’s deputy in 
Florida. 

 

Globetrotters at MSU 
The world-famous Harlem 

Globetrotters are set to bring 
their unique brand of bas-
ketball entertainment to 
Murray. The event will take 
place at the CFSB Center at 7 
p.m., on Monday, Jan. 27. 
Limited seats remaining, say 
organizers. Tickets can be 
purchased online. 

The Harlem Globetrotters 
are a globally recognized ex-
hibition basketball team 
known for their entertaining 
blend of athleticism, show-
manship and comedy. Estab-
lished in 1926, the team has 
thrilled audiences in over 
120 countries with their im-
pressive basketball skills, in-
cluding dazzling 
ball-handling, gravity-defy-
ing dunks and signature trick 
shots. Beyond their on-court 
antics, the Globetrotters are 
also known for their commu-
nity engagement and philan-
thropic efforts, promoting 
goodwill and sportsmanship 
worldwide. 

 

TikTok back online 
Local TikTok users experi-

enced an outage over the 
weekend, with the app going 
offline late Saturday night. A 
message informed users that 
a U.S. law banning TikTok 
had taken effect, rendering 
the app unavailable. How-
ever, by Sunday, TikTok was 
back, attributing its return to 
efforts by President-elect 
Donald Trump. 

A notification welcomed 
users back, crediting 

Trump's intervention for 
restoring service. Trump an-
nounced plans to issue an 
executive order delaying the 
ban, allowing the platform's 
170 million U.S. users to re-
gain access. TikTok has 
pledged to work with the in-
coming administration on a 
long-term solution to remain 
operational in the country. 

 

Get heating bill help 
Kentucky households fac-

ing heating crises can now 
apply for assistance through 
the Low-Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program (LI-
HEAP) Winter Crisis 
component. Applications are 
being accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis 
through March 31 or until 
funds are exhausted. Eligible 
households can receive help 
with various heating fuel 
types, including electric, gas 
and propane. Assistance is 
paid directly to fuel vendors, 
and households may reapply 
if they experience multiple 
crises. To apply, contact the 
PACS office in Marion. 

 

Frosty 5K at park 
Crittenden County High 

School's Beta Club is hosting 
the Frosty Paws 5K on Satur-
day, Feb. 1 at 10 a.m., at 
Marion-Crittenden County 
Park. Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Mary Hall 
Ruddiman Canine Shelter. 
Registration is $25 and in-
cludes a T-shirt, with run-
ners and walkers of all ages 
encouraged to participate. 
Shelter dogs available for 
adoption will be present at 
the event. 

50 YEARS AGO 
January 16, 1975 
n Ten local residents, including Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tucker, at-
tended the Bicentennial Ball in Frankfort. The event, held in the 
Capitol, featured dignitaries like Gov. Wendell Ford and was tele-
vised across six regions. 
n Western Kentucky University’s Dean’s List was announced. 
Local residents on the list were Jeff McKenney, Susan Fletcher, 
Melissa McKenney, Paula Nunn Porter, Dianna Simpson and Alan 
Temple. 
n Square dancing returned to Marion, with caller Paul Marcum 
inviting residents to join events at the Elementary School. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
January 20, 2000 
n Emily Merrick won the annual Crittenden County Elmnenatry 
School spelling bee, correctly spelling the word “Blissful” after a 
competitor spelled the word incorrectly. Second place went to Tr-
siah Maclin and Morgan Lynn was third.  
n Maddie Ryan, a seventh grader at CCMS, won the county writ-
ing contest sponsored by Crittenden County Conservation District. 
She received a $100 cash prize, a $50 Savings Bond and her 
essay was advanced to the area contest. Second place in the con-
test went to Clint Baker and third place winner was Aaron O’Neal. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
January 16, 2015 
 Crittenden County Elementary School celebrated its December 
"Rocket Role Models," including Madison Holeman, Jacob Carder, 
and Katie Perryman, for their outstanding achievements. 
n Local residents attended a Senior Health Fair, with Nancy Hunt 
providing insights into sleep disorders and healthy routines. 
n The Blue Knights chess team won several trophies at a Lexing-
ton match. Brooke Winstead, Robert Jackson, Thomas, Jackson, 
Hayden Hildebrand, Seth Morris, Abbey Swinford and Nai’Zayah 
Bell were among those who placed high in the event. 
  

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
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The hymn “Amazing 
Grace” has sometimes 
been called America’s 
comfort hymn. The sto-
ry of its author, John 
Newton, is 
well known. 
He worked 
on ships that 
carried slaves 
from Africa 
to the Amer-
icas. He was 
even enslaved 
himself for a 
brief period of 
time. Through 
his work with 
William Wil-
berforce, a 
member of the 
British Parlia-
ment, the slave 
trade ended 
in the Unit-
ed Kingdom in 
1807.

Amazing Grace is a 
beautiful hymn and de-
serves its place in our re-
ligious hymnals. Howev-
er, what is missing from 
the hymn is the other side 
of grace. While I believe it 
to be implied in the life 
of its author, the hymn 
itself leaves us at the be-
ginning of a process that 
might be mistaken for the 
destination.

Indeed, for nearly a 
century (and decades af-
ter through law), the slav-
ery and mistreatment of 
other human beings con-
tinued after the found-
ing document of our na-
tion proclaimed that “all 
men are created equal.” 
People sang “Amazing 
Grace,” forgetting the last 
paragraph of Newton’s 
Thoughts on the African 
Slave Trade, “Though un-

willing to give offense to 
a single person in such a 
cause, I ought not to be 
afraid of offending many, 
by declaring that if, in-

deed, there 
can be many, 
whom even in-
terest can pre-
vail upon to 
contradict the 
common sense 
of mankind, 
by pleading for 
a commerce, 
so iniquitous, 
so cruel, so 
oppressive, so 
d e s t r u c t i v e , 
as the African 
Slave Trade.”

I have a good 
friend who has 
been gifted 
with the abil-
ity to say a lot 
with just a few 

words. “If you want to 
receive grace, go to God. 
If you want to experi-
ence grace, extravagantly 
tip woeful service.” It is 
this second thought that 
identi昀es what stops us 
from realizing the power 
of grace. 

Deitrich Bonhoeffer, 
the WWII era professor/
pastor and martyr wrote 
a profound book as the 
church in Germany was 
lurching toward popu-
lism and eventually co-
operating with “the 昀nal 
solution.” The Cost of 
Discipleship still holds 
up well today. In his dis-
cussion on grace he said, 

“Cheap grace is the 
deadly enemy of our 
Church. We are 昀ghting 
today for costly grace. 
Cheap grace means grace 
sold on the market like 

cheapjacks’ wares. The 
sacraments, the for-
giveness of sin, and the 
consolations of religion 
are thrown away at cut 
prices. Grace is repre-
sented as the Church’s 
inexhaustible treasury, 
from which she showers 
blessings with generous 
hands, without asking 
questions or 昀xing lim-
its. Grace without price; 
grace without cost! The 
essence of grace, we sup-
pose, is that the account 
has been paid in advance; 
and, because it has been 
paid, everything can be 
had for nothing. Since 
the cost was in昀nite, the 
possibilities of using and 
spending it are in昀nite...
Cheap grace means the 
justi昀cation of sin with-
out the justi昀cation of the 
sinner. Grace alone does 
every thing, they say, and 
so everything can remain 
as it was before.”

He later describes cost-
ly grace, “Such grace is 
costly because it calls us 
to follow, and it is grace 
because it calls us to fol-
low Jesus Christ. It is 
costly because it costs 
a man his life, and it is 
grace because it gives a 
man the only true life. It 
is costly because it con-
demns sin, and grace be-
cause it justi昀es the sin-
ner...Costly grace is the 
Incarnation of God.”

There is a thought 
among some Christians 
that the church is the 
incarnation (made 昀esh) 
of God. It is not a long 
journey to make if one 
accepts what Paul says 
about the church being 
the body of Christ. We 

acknowledge this with 
sayings like we are “the 
hands and feet of Jesus.” 
This extends beyond good 
works. It should move 
into our very being so 
that, having been recipi-
ents of grace, we are also 
a source of grace for all 
who encounter us.

Grace is much more 
than a gift from God. It is 
a life-altering change of 
perspective. It is a chal-
lenge to live courageous-
ly in a world that has an 
insatiable appetite for re-
ceiving grace but little de-
sire to extend it to others.

An anonymous hymn, 
There Is a Sea, poetically 
describes the Sea of Gal-
ilee (a body of water that 
receives and gives and 
is living) and the Dead 
Sea (which receives good 
water but does not give). 
Some time later this verse 
was added by Lula Kling-
man Zahn, 

“Which shall it be for 
you and me,

Who God’s good gifts 
obtain?

Shall we accept for self 
alone,

Or take to give again?
For He who once was 

rich indeed
Laid all His glory down;
That by His grace our 

ransomed race
Should share His 

wealth and crown.”
Want to experience 

grace? Give it when it is 
not deserved. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

We should be a source of grace

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious Outreach

We fulfill our purpose as we serve others in love
Question:  Maybe it is 

just my perspective, but I 
think we are becoming more 
self-centered. It’s more of 
“What can I do for myself,” 
than “How can I help you.” Is 
my observation correct?

Answer: Yes, I think you 
are right. People seem to 
be focusing more on “My 
needs” and we have drifted 
away from helping our neigh-
bors. According to Jesus, our 
neighbor is anyone in need 
(Lk. 10:25-37). For many, 

the desire to help meet the 
needs others has become 
unimportant. 

There’s a better way to 
live than always focusing on 
self-interests. When we shift 
from how can I make myself 
happy to looking for how we 
can help others, we become 

happier.
God’s Word teaches us 

to go out of our way to help 
others. “Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give 
up. There, as we have op-
portunity, let us do good to 
all people....” (Gal. 6:9, 10). 
When we are serving, we 
may be tired, but we are 
to keep making an effort to 
help.

Out of love, we should 昀nd 

tangible ways to help others. 
Words are helpful. Hand-
shakes are nice. But when 
we walk alongside of another 
person and seize an oppor-
tunity to do something prac-
tical to help him, that’s an 
expression of love beyond 
words. We ful昀ll a primary 
purpose in our lives when we 
serve others. As we do so, 
we’ll become energized and 
experience inner ful昀llment.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Some noted men of the county during 1894

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

The Crittenden Press 
published a three-part 
illustrated edition of the 
paper containing infor-
mation about some not-
ed men in 1894. These 
papers contain a wealth 
of information on people, 
businesses, and events 
that were important to 
the city and county at 
the time. I have found 
these papers to be a vi-
tal source of our county’s 
past, revealing the people 
and events that helped 
shape it.

–––
A. J. Bennett was born 

and reared on a farm in 
Livingston County. Sev-
eral years ago he moved 
to Crittenden and is now 
one of our leading citi-
zens.

He owns a 
昀ne farm in the 
t h e n - f a m o u s 
Tolu corn belt of 
the county, and 
his industry as a 
farmer, his skill 
in the manage-
ment of a farm, 
place him among 
the leading ag-
riculturists of 
Southern Ken-
tucky. He is a 
citizen full of en-
terprise and one 
who delights in 
the prosperity of 
the country. He 
has a splendid 
home, surround-
ed by the fruition 
of his labors.

Mr. Bennett takes great 
interest in political mat-
ters. He is a staunch 
Democrat, and last year 
his name was frequently 
mentioned in connection 
with the race for the leg-
islature.

No man stands higher 
in the estimation of the 
people who know him 
than Judson Bennett, 
and such citizens make 
Crittenden a leading 
county in the proud gal-
axy of counties that con-
stitute the good old Com-
monwealth of Kentucky.

(A. Judson Bennett was 
born Feb. 14, 1847 and 
died Sept. 6, 1928. He is 
buried in the Mapleview 
cemetery.)

–––
The senior member of 

the 昀rm of Walker & Ol-
ive, the leading furniture 
dealers in the county, 
was born in this county 
in 1833, near the Ohio 
River and lived on their 
farm there until 1868.

In 1868 he was elected 
sheriff, defeating Robert 
Cof昀eld, the ex-postmas-
ter of Marion. In 1872 

he was re-elected and is 
regarded as one of the 
best sheriffs the county 

has had. For a 
while he sold 
goods at Mar-
ion, and han-
dled leaf to-
bacco several 
years, 昀nally 
embarking in 
the furniture 
business with 
Mr. Jesse Ol-
ive.

Mr. Walker 
is regarded as 
one of the best 
citizens of the 
county. In 
all positions, 
whether as a 
private citizen 
or an of昀cer, 
he has re-

mained popular with the 
people. The 昀rm of which 
he is the senior partner 
carries a large stock of 
furniture of all descrip-
tions and handles build-
ing lumber of all kinds. 
They have a splendidly 
equipped undertaking de-
partment.

(Robert Newton Walker 
died Jan. 24, 1906 and is 
buried in the Mapleview 
cemetery. He was married 
to Sarah J. Clement, she 
died May 18, 1918 and is 
also buried at Mapleview.)

–––
 “He is the best Marshal 

Marion ever had,” that is 
a remark one hears ap-
plied to our present city 
marshal, Mr. J. F. Loyd, 
every day, and nobody 
disputes the truth of the 
assertion; if there be any 
man wedded to duty and 
its demands it is Frank 
Loyd.

It never gets too hot or 
too cold for him to look af-
ter the work he has sworn 
to perform, and in the 
discharge of of昀cial duty 
he knows neither neigh-
bor, friend, nor foe, and 
Marion may well congrat-

ulate herself upon secur-
ing such a man to wear 
the uniform as her chief 
peace of昀cer.

Mr. Loyd was born on 
a farm in this county Au-
gust 23, 1864, and is a 
son of Mr. Wm. P. Loyd, 
one of our best farmers. 
In 1883 Frank conclud-
ed to try his fortune in 
the west; he attended the 
State Normal School at 
Warrensburg, Mo., one 
year and having secured 
through the in昀uence of 
a friend, a school in the 
Indian Nation, he set out 
to take charge of his new 
work, but en route he 
was taken ill and had to 
return to Kentucky.

In 1891 and 1892 he 
served as deputy sheriff 

under Sheriff Cruce and 
distinguished himself as 
a painstaking, watchful, 
faithful of昀cer, earning 
him the position of Mar-
ion’s marshal with ease.

At present he is mar-
shal, assessor, tax collec-
tor, and street commis-
sioner, and under him 
the streets are improving, 
the taxes are being col-
lected promptly, and evil-
doers around Marion do 
not 昀nd smooth sailing. 
Marion is proud of her 
faithful of昀cer.

(Mr. Loyd died June 26, 
1922. He was married to 
Nannie E. Bradley. They 
are buried at Mapleview 
Cemetery, with a large 
impressive stone, which 
is graced with their pic-
ture.)

–––
Phineas C. Barnett is 

one of Crittenden’s many 
honored and revered old 
men. He was born in 
Warren County Feb. 16, 
1809. His grandfather 
was a soldier in the Rev-
olution and fought in a 
North Carolina company. 
P. C. Barnett went with 
his father to Missouri and 
remained until he was 
seventeen years of age. 
He then returned to War-
ren County and a little 
later went to Cumberland 
College at Princeton.

In 1835 he came to this 
county and settled on his 
farm where he has lived 
ever since giving most of 
his time and attention to 
farming. From 1851 to 
1871 he was engaged in 
merchandising to some 
extent, and buying and 
handling tobacco.

Mr. Barnett is eighty-
昀ve years old, but the 
spirit of youth seems to 
stay with him. He de-
lights in horseback rid-
ing, occasionally goes fox 
hunting, enjoys a 昀sh-
ing party, and is full of 
quaint sayings that de-
light his many friends. He 
takes the same interest in 
farming as ever and still 
nourishes the Kentuck-
ian love for 昀ne horses, 
some of which he has col-

lected around him.
(Mr. Barnett must have 

died soon after this ar-
ticle was printed, as he 
died July 1896 accord-
ing to his obituary. He 
was married to Jenette 
Threlkeld. They are bur-
ied in the Barnett Family 
Cemetery on the origi-
nal homestead off of the 
Monroe Westmoland Rd. 
near Tolu. She has a 
stone, but if he had one, 
it was likely destroyed 
over the years by cattle. 

Although the Barnett 
name has disappeared 
from our county, it lives 
on through Barnett 
Chapel Church and Bar-
nett Chapel Road, named 
in honor of this family.) 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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Phineas C. Barnett was an 
early Crittenden County pi-
oneer who lived near Tolu. 
He had a large farm and 
also raised horses. There is 
no marker for his grave.

J.F. Loyd was one of Marion’s well respected marshals 
and also held several other positions within the city. This   
picture is on his tombstone in Mapleview Cemetery.



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

agriculture
5x6 hay bales for sale, 
starting at $45 per roll. Ad-
ditional hay stored inside, 
call for pricing. Delivery 
available. (270) 704-0886. 
(8t-9 p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions, rock driveways, 
clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Con-
struction. (12t-4-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given 
that on January 15, 2025 
Charlotte Chandler of 377 
State Route 1077, Marion, 
KY 42064 was appoint-
ed executrix of Larry Alvis 
Samuel, deceased, whose 
address was 2230 State 
Route 506, Marion, KY 
42064. Rebecca Johnson, 
217 W. Bellville St., Mari-
on, KY 42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executrix before the 16th 
day of July, 2025 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date 

shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts im-
mediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-3-c)
Notice is hereby given 
that on January 15, 2025 
Laura Holcomb-Hubinger 
of 6436 Goldrush Blvd., 
Charlestown, IN 47111 
was appointed executrix of 
Nancy Holcomb Saavedra, 
deceased, whose address 
was 955 Marion Rd., Mar-
ion, KY 42064. Rebecca 
Johnson, 217 W. Bellville 
St., Marion, KY 42064, at-
torney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executrix before the 15th 
day of July, 2025 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts im-
mediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-3-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on January 15, 2025 Bar-
ry Lynn Workman of 833 
Blackburn Church Rd., 
Marion, KY 42064 and 
Donna Workman of 833 
Blackburn Church Rd., 
Marion, KY 42064 were 
appointed co-executors of 
Ava Lois Belt, deceased, 
whose address was 103 
Leland Avenue, Marion, 
KY 42064. Rebecca John-
son, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
co-executors on or be-
fore the 15th day of July, 
2025 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts im-
mediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-3-c)

statewide
BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399
BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-888-287-5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 

and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR      

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone Ev-
ery Year On Us! 855-841-
2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982
DONATIONS (VEHI-
CLES)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 
States. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 
昀nd work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-844-
592-4235
FOOD SERVICES

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Pack-
age makes a great gift 
and comes with 8 FREE 
Burgers ONLY $99.99.  
Call 1-877-395-9131 and 
mention code 77318CZL 
or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe9671
HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading caus-
es of death, according to 
the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can 
provide peace of mind or 
early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309
HOME IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-844-
592-3968.  You will be 
asked for the zip code of 
the property when con-
necting.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302
WARNING: Your home 
may need new Siding, 
Windows or Roofs. SAVE 
MONEY  before the hur-
ricane drives prices back 
up and its to late.  Huge 
Discounts & Financing 
available. 800-350-0591 to 
learn more.
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-329-
2415
Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning 
for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 20% off total pur-

chase (Restrictions may 
apply.) Call 1-866-850-
6999
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Of-
fer ends 3/30/25.) Call 
1-866-837-5986BATH & 
SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
1-888-841-2035
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators - the most 
powerful home standby 
generators available. In-
dustry-leading compre-
hensive warranty - 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly 
made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-877-
548-2927.
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-844-688-8576 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other 昀nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200 per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.
SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-548-
7486
SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for 
disability bene昀ts if you 
have are between 52-63 
years old and under a doc-
tor’s care for a health con-

dition that prevents you 
from working for a year 
or more. Call now! 1-877-
548-7946
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/
Kentucky
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The
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Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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 It’s widely thought 
that home ownership is 
a key to building wealth 
– but is it? And should 
you consistently make 
sacrifices to buy your 
own home? 

Let’s start with the first 
question: Is owning a 
home essential to build-
ing wealth? It would 
probably be more accu-
rate to say that home 
ownership can be help-
ful in building wealth. 
Building home equity – 
essentially, the differ-
ence between the size 
of your home’s value 
and what you still owe – 
is certainly valuable. 
Plus, the bigger your 
equity, the less you 
might have to take out in 
a new mortgage if you 
ever want to buy a dif-
ferent home. 

Now for the next 
question: How much 
should you sacrifice to 
buy your own home? 
This isn’t an easy ques-
tion to answer because 
buying a home isn’t just 

a financial issue – it’s 
also an emotional one. 
Many people simply like 
the feeling of owning a 
home. If you fall into this 
category, you might be 
willing to make many 
sacrifices to join the 
ranks of homeowners. 

 However, if you’re 
relatively young and you 
are part of a single or 
even a dual-income 
household, you may 
well find that your other 
priorities are more im-
portant than home own-
ership, at least for the 
moment. These prior-
ities can include paying 
off student loans, reduc-
ing other debts, paying 
for child care, meeting 
health care costs and 
even saving for retire-

ment. With all these ex-
penses, you might not 
be able to take on a big 
mortgage, along with 
real estate taxes, home-
owners’ insurance and 
the inevitable but costly 
repairs that come with 
owning a home. 

In addition to the 
danger of becoming 
“house poor” by paying 
too high a percentage of 
your income on your 
mortgage, you could 
face another issue by 
sinking too much money 
into your home — and 
that’s liquidity. A home is 
much more illiquid than 
savings or investment 
accounts, so if you 
needed money in a 
hurry, and most of yours 
was tied up in your 

home, you might be in a 
jam. You could tap into 
your home equity 
through a loan or a line 
of credit, but that’s basi-
cally taking on even 
more debt, though these 
loans and credit lines 
typically offer lower in-
terest rates than other 
forms of borrowing.  

So, here’s the bottom 
line: You don’t need to 
feel that you are missing 
out on a chance to build 
wealth by not buying a 
home immediately — 
especially if you would 
feel extremely stretched 
by the mortgage pay-
ments, given how ex-
pensive homes are 
today. You won’t hurt 
yourself — and, in fact, 
you’ll likely help yourself 

— by taking care of your
most pressing priorities 
first.  

Of course, this 
doesn’t mean that you 
can never become a 
homeowner. If you 
would still like to own a 
home someday, you 
could start saving for a 
down payment, keeping 
the money in a liquid, 
low-risk account. Just as
importantly, though, you 
should plan on how 
owning a home can fit 
into your budget and 
how it will affect your 
cash flow. If you can 
manage it, you may in-
deed find that there’s no 
place like home.

FINANCIAL FOCUS® 
Is buying a home always the right move?

January 23, 2025

Grant Rogers 
Financial Advisor

Governor’s 
Cup Advance 
Crittenden County 
Middle School 
eighth grader 
Dreagen Hill placed 
fifth in social stud-
ies written assess-
ment on Saturday  
at Lyon County 
Middle School dur-
ing the Kentucky 
Association for Ac-
ademic Competi-
tion’s District 
Governor’s Cup 
contest. Hill com-
peted against other 
middle school stu-
dents from Lyon, 
Trigg, Caldwell and 
Dawson Springs. 
He now advances 
to regionals in Feb-
ruary. 

STAFF REPORT 
Livingston County 

Judge-Executive Michael 
Williams says there is 
good news for smart-
phone users. Verizon is 
building new cellular tow-
ers that will boost signal 
strength in the north-
western part of the 
county. 

The North Carolina 
company building the 
towers is also looking for 
a location in Ledbetter to 
lease space for a third 
tower. 

Simultaneous con-

struction of the first two 
will begin this spring, 
Williams said. One will be 
built near the Roy 
Ringstaff Ballpark Com-
plex just east of the Cum-
berland River bridge. The 
other will go up off Lock-
hart Road, north of U.S. 
60 near the old Ledbetter 
Elementary School. 

Williams said Verizon 
cellular service is cur-
rently spotty in the low-
lying areas of the county, 
particularly for phone 
calls between Smithland 

and Ledbetter. 
While the judge is en-

couraged about the 
prospect of better service 
for that carrier, he’s still 
working on improve-
ments to AT&T service – 
something that, he said, 
appears to be more chal-
lenging. 

Williams said the 
tower-building company 
pays a monthly fee and is 
currently exploring possi-
ble sites in Ledbetter but 
has not yet found a loca-
tion.

Livingston getting new cellular towers

Livingston releases 25-26 school dates
STAFF REPORT 

Livingston County Schools have re-
leased their 2025-2026 academic cal-
endar, with the first day of school for 
students set for August 6, 2025, and 
the last day scheduled for May 14, 
2026. 

Students will enjoy several breaks 
throughout the year, including Fall 
Break from October 6-10, Thanksgiving 
Break from November 24-28, and 
Christmas Break from December 23 to 
January 2. Spring Break is set for April 
6-10. Additionally, there will be no 

school on September 1 for Labor Day, 
January 19 for Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, and February 16 for a flexible pro-
fessional development day. 

The district has also designated 
weather makeup days on November 24-
25, February 16, March 16, and May 
15-22, with additional days added at 
the end of the calendar if needed. 

Parent-teacher conferences will be 
scheduled individually by each school. 
The full calendar, including grading pe-
riods and planning days, is available for 
review through the district.

CLWD 
Continued from page 1 

former employee of the 
district, has served as in-
terim superintendent 
since the board removed 
its previous superintend-
ent. He was recently 
reappointed to a new 
four-year term on the 
board. 

Mayors from Marion 
and Grand Rivers and 
judge-executives from 
Livingston and Critten-
den counties attended 
the meeting. Each offered 
their support to Adamson 
and the utility as CLWD 
continues to develop a 
stronger regional base 
through expansion and 
upgrades. Grand Rivers 
Mayor Tom Moodie said 
leadership at the district 

has his city’s support but 
urged the district to be 
mindful of its mission 
going forward. He pointed 
out that Grand Rivers is 
the district’s biggest 
wholesale customer and 
that the town in southern 
Livingston County, strad-
dling two area lakes, is 
growing rapidly. He and 
Grand Rivers utilities 
manager Jeff DeWeese 
echoed concerns and 
pressed CLWD to avoid 
“procrastination” when 
updates to the system are 
necessary. 

“Our contract with the 
district is for 40 years, 
and we are already into it 
20 years,” Moodie said, 
suggesting leadership’s 
attention to a stronger, 
more sustainable vision 
for CLWD’s future. 

In other business, 
CLWD’s board an-
nounced that it has al-
ready received funding 
from grants totaling 
about $3.7 million. Part 
of the money was spent 
on preparation work al-
ready done for the expan-
sion plan, and the 
balance was deposited 
into an interest-bearing 
Farmers Bank account. 

Tim Thomas, a consult-
ant working for both 
CLWD and Marion, said 
it’s a bit unusual for 
grant money to come in 
this far ahead of a pro-
ject’s launch. Thomas 
has been largely respon-
sible for accessing mil-
lions of dollars for 
CLWD’s plans and Mar-
ion’s response to its on-
going water crisis.

FISCAL 
Continued from page 1 

ing on Main Street. 
Judge-Executive New-
com said the new owner 
is requesting a rent in-
crease of $1,200 per 
month for the space, 
which would bring the 
total monthly cost to 
$1,500, including utili-
ties. 

Frazer emphasized his 
desire to scale back his 
private law practice and 
focus more on his role as 
county attorney. He 
pointed out that other 
elected officials are pro-
vided with office space. 
Newcom said there is no 
room at the new county 
office complex for Frazer 
and his staff of two 

clerks. 
If the rent increase is 

approved, it would take 
effect on March 1. How-
ever, Newcom questioned 
where the additional 
$1,200 would come from 
since it’s not in the 
county budget for FY25. 
While there is no space 
at the office complex, 
Newcom noted that four 
small rooms are available 
at the former armory that 
could be utilized. 

City Administrator 
Diane Ford-Benningfield 
said there is one empty 
office at city hall, but it 
probably isn’t big enough 
for three people. 

To determine the feasi-
bility of the request, the 
court appointed an ad 
hoc committee com-

prised of Magistrates 
Robert Kirby and Chad 
Thomas, along with 
Judge Newcom and 
County Treasurer Yvette 
Martin. The committee 
will assess the space re-
quirements and compare 
the proposed rent with 
alternative solutions, in-
cluding the potential use 
of the armory space. 

The discussion will 
continue next month 
after the committee re-
views the options and 
makes a recommenda-
tion. Cobie Evans, who is 
purchasing Frazer’s 
building, was not present 
at the meeting, but 
Frazer answered ques-
tions on Evans’ behalf, 
cautioning the court that 
he was not authorized to 
negotiate for the new 
owner. 

Crittenden County Fis-
cal Court meets monthly, 
typically on the third 
Thursday of the month at 
8:30 a.m., at the county 
office complex. Meetings 
are open to the public 
and comments are heard 
by magistrates. 

STAFF REPORT 
Details were recently 

unveiled about a $17 
million renovation of 
Lake Barkley State Re-
sort Park that will in-
clude closing the lodge 
and pool after Labor Day 
in September. 

WKDZ Radio reported 
that at a recent meeting 
of the Cadiz/Trigg 
County Tourist Commis-
sion, state park manager 
Ashley Joiner said plans 
are in place for the exte-
rior upgrades, including 
roofing and lighting, 

along with a redesign of 
the pool area. Bids are 
expected to go out in 
February and March. 

Interior guest room 
renovations will be 
planned later. 

A concern for the 
tourist commission is the 
extended period of rev-
enue that will be lost 
during construction, 
which is expected to take 
at least a year. 

During that time some 
jobs at the lodge could 
have to be frozen, and 
nearly a quarter of the 

county's transient room 
tax will no longer be com-
ing in. 

Lodging in the cabins, 
cottages and Little River 
Lodge will still be avail-
able, along with the Win-
dows on the Water 
restaurant, beach, camp-
grounds, golf course, ma-
rina, hiking trails and 
the convention center. 

The work is part of last 
year's passage of Ken-
tucky House Bill 6, allo-
cating over $66 million in 
upgrades for various 
state parks.

Renovations coming to Lake Barkley Resort

  Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity report for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collisions Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Service Attempts 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Courtesy Warning 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

Felony Arrests 

Followup Investigations 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

DUIs 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Call for Service 

Vehicle Inspections 
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60 

90 
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67 
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95 

75 
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95 

15 
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                    2024 
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BASKETBALL 

UPCOMING GAMES  
Around the Fifth District 

BOYS 
Jan 24 Livingston at Trigg County 
Jan 24 Lyon hosts Dawson Springs 
Jan 25 Crittenden at Hopkinsville 
Jan 25 Trigg hosts Hickman County 
Jan 27 Crittenden at Tilghman 
Jan 28 Crittenden hosts Caldwell Co. 
Jan 28 Livingston at Lyon County 
Jan 28 Trigg hosts Heritage Christian 

GIRLS 
Jan 23 Livingston hosts Muhlenberg  
Jan 23 Lyon at Madisonville 
Jan 24 Livingston at Trigg County 
Jan 24 Trigg hosts Livingston Central 
Jan 25 Livingston hosts Hickman  
Jan 27 Trigg hosts Mayfield 
Jan 28 Lyon at Livingston Central 
 

Fifth District Standings 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Crittenden County           4-1       14-3 
Lyon County                    4-0       15-4 
Livingston Central           0-3        5-9 
Trigg County                    0-4       2-12 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    3-0       11-4 
Trigg County                    2-1       6-10 
Livingston Central           2-1       4-10 
Crittenden County           0-5       0-16 

  Through Tuesday’s games  
BASEBALL 

Baseball Clinic 

   Crittenden County Dugout Club will 
host a multi-session Youth Baseball 
and Softball Clinic from 8 a.m., to 
12:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 15 at the 
County Recreation Center (former ar-
mory). Clinic is limited to 16 players 
per session. Sessions last an hour 
and a half. Cost is $20 if paying 
through Venmo or $25 paying in cash 
or check. Watch for further registration 
information on Dugout Club Facebook 
Page. 
 
FOOTBALL 

2025 football schedule 

   Crittenden County High School foot-
ball coach Gaige Courtney has re-
leased next fall’s Rocket football 
schedule. It includes a new non-dis-
trict opponent, Union City, Tenn., 
which is a traditional west Tennessee 
power. Crittenden’s Class 2A District 
will change a bit for 2025. The league 
will include Mayfield, Caldwell, Trigg 
County, Todd Central and Fort Camp-
bell. Non-district games are Marshall 
County, Union County, Webster 
County and Hopkins Central. 
 
2025 Rocket Scrimmages 
Aug. 8 at Murray 
Aug. 15 at Madisonville 
Rocket Regular Season 
Aug. 22 at Marshall County 
Aug. 20 Union County 
Sept. 5 Webster County 
Sept. 12 Union City, Tenn. 
Sept. 19 at Mayfield 
Sept. 26 at Trigg County 
Oct. 3 Todd Central 
Oct. 17 at Fort Campbell 
Oct. 24 Caldwell County 
Oct. 31 at Hopkins Central  
 

NFL final four matchups 

   Kansas City Chiefs are heading to 
their seventh consecutive AFC Cham-
pionship after defeating the Houston 
Texans 23-14 last weekend. They will 
face the Buffalo Bills, who edged out 
the Baltimore Ravens 27-25. In the 
NFC, the Washington Commanders 
secured their first conference champi-
onship berth since 1991 with a 45-31 
upset over the Detroit Lions. They will 
meet the Philadelphia Eagles, who 
topped the Los Angeles Rams 28-22 
last weekend, in the title match. Con-
ference championships are this week-
end, with winners advancing to Super 
Bowl LIX on Feb. 9 in New Orleans. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Deer, Turkey hunting ends 

   Monday was the last day to hunt 
wild turkeys and deer with archery 
equipment. Bow season opened in 
early September. It’s the longest run-
ning big game season. Crittenden 
archers took 323 whitetails during the 
season. With all weapons, local 
hunters took 2,607 deer. In Livingston, 
archers got 149 of the total 1,624 and 
in Caldwell they took 215 of a 1,769 
total harvest. 
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The All A Classic Girls Bas-
ketball State Tournament 
tipped off Wednesday in 
Owensboro, featuring 16 
teams vying for the title. Crit-
tenden County (14-3), ranked 
32nd in Kentucky by RPI, is 
positioned in the lower 
bracket and was scheduled 
to open tournament play 
against Martin County (9-4), 
which enters the competition 
ranked 67th. A CCHS victory 
in the opening round would 
set up a second-round 
matchup against either Knott 
Central (10-3), ranked 42nd, 
or Whitefield Academy (12-3), 
ranked 56th. 

The Lady Rockets are play-

ing in their 10th All A Classic 
State Tournament. That is 
the most of any other team in 
history from the Second Re-
gion. The CCHS girls have 
won four of the last five re-
gional titles and three 
straight. 

This year’s draw has per-
haps the clearest path Crit-
tenden has ever had to a 
championship game as most 
of the top-rated teams are in 
the upper bracket. 

If Crittenden advances past 
the second round, potential 
semifinal opponents include 
Metcalfe County (15-3), 
Danville Christian (11-5), 
Walton-Verona (12-5), or 

Menifee County (12-4). Wal-
ton-Verona, ranked 73rd, 
previously handed Critten-
den a tough 80-65 loss dur-
ing the Bowling Green 
holiday tournament. Metcalfe 
County is the only lower 
bracket team ranked higher 
than CCHS. They are No. 18 
in KHSAA’s power rankings. 

The upper bracket features 
several top contenders, in-
cluding No. 3 Covington Holy 

Cross (18-1), ranked third, 
and No. 6 Bethlehem (13-1), 
ranked sixth. Other upper 
bracket teams include Mid-
dlesboro (10-4), Owensboro 
Catholic (11-3), Louisville 
Holy Cross (7-8), Bishop 
Brossart (12-4), No. 30 Lex-
ington Christian (16-3) and 
No. 46 Mayfield (12-4). 

The only tournament 
teams among the Courier-
Journal’s Top 25 are 8th-
ranked Holy Cross, 
10th-ranked Bethlehem  and 
No. 23 Owensboro Catholic, 
all on the other side of the 
bracket from Crittenden 
County. See more tourna-
ment details on front page. 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County lost 

Tuesday for 16th straight 
time, falling 79-24 at Union 
County. 

The Braves improved 8-5 
by jumping ahead by more 
than 20 points early. CCHS 
lost for the 16th time. 
 Matinee loss to Warriors 

The Rockets lost 57-48 to 
Community Christian (9-7) 
in a matinee game at Mur-
ray State’s CFBS Center on 
Monday during a multi-
game event hosted by 
Graves County on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 

Coby LaRue continued 
scoring well, posting 18 
points with four treys for 
CCHS while Drake Young 
had 14 poitns, and four 
threes. 
Wring, LaRue hot on threes 

Crittenden County had 
reason early Friday to feel a 
bit better about its offense. 
A few minutes into the game 
at Livingston Central, the 
Rockets were ahead 7-1 and 
arguably playing their most 
competitive quarter of bas-
ketball in some time. Then, 
following an intentional foul 
whistled on CCHS senior 
center Jonah Reddick with 
3:36 left in the first period, 
Livingston captured the mo-
mentum, reeling off 18 
straight points and taking 
command of the game en 
route to a 93-60 Fifth Dis-
trict win. 

The Rockets had plenty of 
opportunities to cool Liv-
ingston’s steam during that 
early going, but empty pos-
sessions left the door open 
for the Cardinals, led by 
junior Logan Wring, who 
was back for the first time 
since his team played at 
Crittenden in December. He 
had been on the shelf for 
about a month due to a frac-
tured bone in his hand. 
Wring scored 30 points, and 
teammate Bryson Walker 
had 26. 

Crittenden did give the 
Cardinals a little scare in 
the third quarter. Colby 
LaRue sank a three-pointer 
two minutes into the second 
half to draw the Rockets 
within single digits, 43-34. 
However, the Cardinals' 
sharpshooting over the next 
three minutes put them 
back in control. Still, there 
was reason for celebration 
by the Rockets, who played 
better at times, and LaRue 
scored a career-high 24 
points, making six of the 14 
three-point shots he took. 

Together, the teams made 
27 treys. CCHS had 13 as 
freshman Drake Young 
nailed four. 

The Rockets are now 0-5 
in league play with one more 
stop at home against Lyon. 
Livingston improved to 2-1 
in district play with both vic-
tories over the Rockets. 
Rockets fall at Lyon 

The Rockets took their 
third dose of Lyon County 
Thursday at Eddyville and it 
was just as bitter as the first 
two. Crittenden lost the dis-
trict matchup 77-38. 

CCHS had already played 
the Lyons and lost twice this 
season, once in the All A. 

It wasn’t the last pill the 
Rockets will have to swallow 
against the defending state 
champion. CCHS will likely 
see them twice more.  

CamRon Belcher led 
CCHS at Lyon with 10 
points. 

 
Crittenden Co.      9    14    19    24 
Union County       33   55    67    79 
CRITTENDEN – LaRue 3, Porter 3, 
Belcher, Dayberry, Stokes 2, Young 
6, Candelario 3, C.Poindexter 2, 
Ellington 3, Poindexter 2. 3-pointers 
5 (Young, LaRue, Candelario, Elling-
ton. FT 3-6. 
UNION – Black 4, Curry 16, Johnson 
10, Wilson 18, Utley 3, Miller 8, Mills 11, 
Heppler 3, Jace Wilson, Ward, Rapier. 
3-pointers 10 (Mills 3 Curry, Johnson 2, 
Wilson 2, Utley, Heppler). FT 5-6.  
Comm. Christian     10    25    44  57 
Crittenden County    7     22    37  48 
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN – Reed 12, 
Dee 20, Jendro, JeDorrett6, Anderson 
20, Helm. 3-pointers 7. FT 15-21. 
CRITTENDEN – LaRue 18, Belcher 
7, Dayberry, Stokes 2, Young 14, 
Candelario 5, B.Poindexter 2, Red-
dick, Ellington. 3-pointers 9 (LaRue 4, 
Young 4, Candelario). FT 1-2.  
Crittenden County   10    25    41  60 
Livingston Central   21    39    71  93 
CRITTENDEN – LaRue 24, Porter, 
Belcher 9, Stokes 2, Young 14, Cande-
lario 3, C.Poindexter 2, B.Poindexter 1, 
Reddick 2, Ellington 3. 3-pointers 13 
(LaRue 6, Belcher, Young 4, Cande-
lario, Ellington). FT 7-14. 
LIVINGSTON – Walker 26, Hargrove, 
Davidson 11, Hosick 7, Wring 30, 
Zaim 8, Stone 8, Paris, Garner, 
Schrump, Gainey. 3-pointers 14 
(Walker 5, Davidson 2, Hosick, Wring 
5, Schrump). FT 8-12.  
Crittenden Co.         10    18    26  38 
Lyon County            34    56    71  77 
CRITTENDEN – LaRue 3, Porter 4, 
Belcher 10, Dayberry, Stokes 2, 
Young, Candelario 3, C.Poindexter 3, 
Travis 1, B.Poindexter 8, Reddick 4. 
3-pointers 3 (LaRue, Candelario, 
C.Poindexter). FT 9-14. 
LYON – Kirk 22, Co.Collins 6, Coff-
man 18, Ca.Collins 7, Defew 10, 
Lucas 2, Baker 2, Reddick, Prow 2, 
Herring, Ramey 3, Thompson 5. 3-
pointers 6 (Co.Collins 2, Thompson, 
Ramey, Coffman, Kirk). FT 15-22. 

Lady Rocket Jordyn Hodge gets 
off a shot at Livingston Central. 
 

CCHS wins 
at Livingston 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden County lost one of 
its top scorers in the first half, 
but had more than enough fire-
power to handle Livingston Cen-
tral 55-24 Friday in a Fifth 
District matchup. 

The win gives CCHS a 4-1 
mark in the league standings 
and 14-3 overall. Livingston 
falls to 0-3 in district play and 
5-8 overall.  

Coach Shannon Hodge’s only 
concern coming off the lopsided 
win at Livingston was how 
quickly junior guard Elliot 
Evans would bounce back from 
a second-quarter ankle sprain. 
She never returned to the 
lineup, and it didn’t really mat-
ter, but she will be needed this 
week when the girls play in the 
All A Classic State Tournament. 
 
Crittenden Co.       15   35   43    55 
Livingston Cent.      9    16   22    24 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 11, Evans 6, 
Hodge 15, Federico 13, Holeman 2, 
Berry 2, Stewart 2, Matthews, Rich, 
Champion 2, Grau. 3-pointers 3 (Evans 
2, Hodge). FT 8-10 
LIVINGSTON – Jennings 2, Joiner 10, 
Downey 2, T.Lahey 2, Ramage 8, 
Dalmer, Burns, Tharp, Collins. 3-point-
ers 2 (Joiner). FT 6-11.

Rockets still seek first W

 COACH 
Continued from page 1 

She’s crafted a culture of excellence that 
prioritizes relationships, community and 
character. Her players know that victory 
is not just about the scoreboard but also 
about the lessons and connections they 
take with them for life. 

Hodge’s career is decorated with mile-
stones, including selection to the Ken-
tucky Basketball Court of Honor, over 
400 career wins, seven district titles and 
a very rare Second Region championship 
that led to the Sweet 16 in 2011. Few 
small schools can say they’ve won a 
KHSAA regional title. Those are typically 
gobbled up by the much larger schools 
in the area. 

Hodge is the winningest girls’ basket-
ball coach in Crittenden County history, 
an achievement fueled by her ability to 
inspire confidence in her players. 

“I don’t enter any game I don’t think 
we can win,” Hodge said. “This tourna-
ment is something we feel capable of 
competing in year after year because 
we’ve built that confidence and expecta-
tion.” 

Hodge’s journey from standout athlete 
to one of Kentucky’s most successful 
high school basketball coaches is testa-
ment to her relentless dedication and 
passion. After earning All-American 
honors at Centre College, she returned 
home to build a coaching career that 
has transformed the Lady Rockets into 
perennial contenders in the region.  

Hodge attributes much of her success 
to relationships she cultivates with the 
team and the broader program. Whether 
it’s sharing pancakes with her team on 
a snowy game day or celebrating victo-
ries with generations of Lady Rocket 
alumni, she focuses on building connec-
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and their lives on and off the basketball 
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All A bracketology faborable for CCHS

Coby LaRue spots up a three 
at Livingston.
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 STAFF REPORT 
An analysis of the Marion Po-

lice Department’s law enforce-
ment activity from 2016 to 
2024 highlights several trends 
across key operational metrics. 
The data reflect changes in pa-
trol activity, investigations and 
arrests over the nine-year pe-
riod. 

Officers patrolled 23,545 
miles in 2024, marking a signif-
icant decrease from the pan-
demic years. During the 
pandemic, officers tended to 
spend more time in their cruis-
ters because personal contact 
was limited. 

The highest mileage occurred 
in 2021, while the lowest was 
recorded in 2024. 

The nine-year average for 
miles patrolled is 33,212. 

The department conducted 
150 criminal investigations in 

2024, an increase from 133 in 
2023. 

The lowest number of investi-
gations occurred in 2020, with 
113 cases, again, a situation 
perhaps marked by COVID-19 
when patroling was up and in-
dividual contact was at its low-
est. 

The nine-year average for 
criminal investigations is 160. 

After a dip during the pan-
demic, criminal investigations 
have increased slightly but re-
main below historical highs. 

Reported domestic incidents 
ranged from a high of 156 in 
2016 to a low of 74 in 2022. In 
2024, 88 incidents were 
recorded, below the nine-year 
average of 101. Reports of do-
mestic incidents have generally 
declined since 2016, with re-
cent years consistently below 
the nine-year average. 

Felony arrests peaked at 71 
in 2020 and have since de-
clined to 48 in 2024. That high 
figure in 2020 was largely 
skewed by a small number of 
individuals with multiple 
charges. The lowest number of 
felony arrests was 27 in 2018. 
The nine-year average for felony 
arrests is 51. 

Misdemeanor arrests were 
highest in 2017 and 2018, with 
113 each year. By 2024, misde-
meanor arrests dropped to 81, 
below the 9-year average of 95. 

Year-to-year figures for crim-
inal investigations and arrests 
(both felony and misdemeanor) 
showed significant fluctuations 
without consistent long-term 
trends. 

Traffic-related activity shows 
significant year-to-year vari-
ability across all metrics. 

Officers issued 212 traffic ci-

tations in 2024, a modest in-
crease from 189 in 2023. How-
ever, citation numbers have 
fluctuated, with the lowest 
recorded at 141 in 2020 and 
the highest at 238 in 2021. 

Traffic accidents reported in 
2024 totaled 69, an increase 
from 63 in 2023. The highest 
number of accidents, 72, oc-
curred in 2021, while 2020 
marked the lowest, with 50 ac-
cidents. Over the past five 
years, traffic accidents have de-
clined compared to the four-
year period from 2016 to 2019. 
In the past five years, the city 
has seen an average of 64.2 ac-
cidents per year, whereas that 
figure was 78 during the previ-
ous four-year period. 

Figures are provided monthly 
by the Marion Police Depart-
ment and accumulated by The 
Press. 

                                            Jan     Feb  March  April   May   June  July    Aug   Sept     Oct    Nov    Dec          2024       2023      2022      2021     2020     2,019      2018      2017       2,016      9y Avg 

Miles driven/patrolled       1,750  1,340  2,018   1,553  1,504  2,930 1,788  1,630  2,512   2,413  1,516  2591        23,545    24,766   39,844   41,460  37,101   34,380    33,312   32,000     32,496     33,212 
Criminal Investigations   10      16      14       8       18      11     16      11      10      12     13      11           150        133       146      132      113       144       203       207        209        160 
Domestics                        7        8        7        6       10       8       8        7       7        5       11       4             88          82         74       105       90        116        92        106        156        101 
Felony Arrests                 1        5        2        3        5        7       3        3       4        6       3        6             48          55         62        64        71         38         27         61          29          51 
Misd. Arrests                   2        5       13       8        6        5       4        3       2        8      13      12            81          93         99        94        80         97        113       113         86          95 
Non-Criminal Arrests      5       13       8       19      10       4       7        9       7        9       11      10           112         99        121       87        65         78         99         78          70          90 
DUI Arrests                      0        1        0        0        1        0       0        0       0        0       0        0              2            9           6          8          9           6          12         10          16           9 
Criminal Summons         0        0        2       25       1        6       2        2       4        6       3        0             51          46         31        29        14         20         41         43          37          35 
Traffic Citations               6        9        8       17      37       4      26      19     17      16     32      21           212        189       201      238      141       247       287       185        268        219 
Other Citations               13      25      27      56      29       2      16      22     16      24     30      25           285        307       332      246      155       254       273       236        257        261 
Traffic Warnings              5        1        5        3        2        9       1        4       5        4       4       12            55          48         31        58        35        141       123        97         118          78 
Parking Tickets               1        0        0        0        0        0       0        0       0        0       0        0              1            1           1          3          1           2           2           3            4             2 
Traffic Accidents             9        0       11        1        3        9       9        6       4        7       5        5             69          63         67        72        50         78         81         62          91          70 
Security Checks/Alarms     58      54      63      55      55      55     52      81     61      61     59      66           720        741       478      478      610       754       617       658        934        666 
Calls for Service/Complaints  179    188    241    206    236    250   240    245   207    222   215    149        2,578     2,463    2,119   2,000   1,987    2,287    2,681    2,196     3,407     2,413

MARION POLICE activity report 
Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity figures 
for every month of 2024. The chart also includes annual totals for 2016 through 
2024, and an annual average of those nine years.

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

Countywide 
FELONY CASES 

  Here are the number of in-
dividuals charged with felo-
nious crimes by year. 
These figures do not repre-
sent total number of felony 
charges, only cases. 
2024                     64 
2023                    79 
2022                    55 
2021                    46 
2020                    43 
2019                    65 
2018                    46 
 
2024 Felony Charges 

By Agency 
48 Marion Police Dept. 
75 Crittenden Sheriff’s Dept. 

GIVE YOUR 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 

SOME WINGS.
If you’re planning on flying in the U.S. or visiting a military base 

starting May 7th, 2025, you’ll need a Kentucky REAL ID driver’s 

license or an ID that is REAL ID compliant. Make a plan to get 

your Kentucky REAL ID today. Learn more at REALIDKY.com.

Voter registration 
numbers are rising in 
Crittenden County fol-
lowing the recent presi-
dential election, with 13 
new voters added to the 
rolls. The county contin-
ues its trend toward the 
Republican Party, which 
gained 32 voters over the 
past three months. In 
contrast, Democrats saw 
a decline of 21 regis-
trants. 

According to the latest 
data, Republicans now 
account for 61.6% of the 
county's registered vot-
ers, a significant increase 
from 55.4% at the end of 
2020. This shift is part of 
a long-term trend that 
has seen GOP registra-
tion rise steadily over the 
past two decades. In 
2008, Republicans made 
up just 42.7% of the elec-
torate, with increases in 
each subsequent election 
cycle. 

“For more than four 
decades dating back to 
the 1970s, Democrats 
outnumbered Republi-

cans in the county until 
October 2014, with the 
pendulum swung back to 
the GOP’s favor,” said 
Crittenden County Clerk 
Daryl Tabor. 

Despite no scheduled 
elections in 2025, elec-
tion officials remain busy 
behind the scenes. Plans 
are underway to update 
the voter rolls with new 
registrations, party 
changes and address up-
dates. Additionally, offi-
cials are considering 
redrawing precinct lines 
to incorporate the new 
housing development on 
McMican Road into one 
of the four city precincts. 
Work is also ongoing to 
complete Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) 
surveys for voting loca-
tions, Tabor said. 

Looking ahead, the fil-
ing period for local parti-
san offices will run from 
Nov. 5, 2025, to Jan. 9, 
2026. The filing period 
for non-partisan city 
council and school board 
races will take place in 

June 2025. 
Statewide, voter regis-

tration activity remains 
strong even in the ab-
sence of imminent elec-
tions. Secretary of State 
Michael Adams reported 
that 9,324 new voters 
registered in December 
2024. However, 4,962 
voters were removed 
from the rolls due to rea-
sons such as death, 
felony convictions, or re-
location. 

As of now, Republican 
registrants account for 
47% of Kentucky’s elec-
torate, or 1,674,447 vot-
ers. The party's 
registration increased by 
5,263 voters in Decem-
ber, reflecting a 0.32% 
gain. Democratic regis-
tration, meanwhile, fell 
by 2,970 voters, bringing 
the total to 1,499,867, 
which represents 42% of 
the electorate. Independ-
ent and third-party vot-
ers make up 11% of the 
state’s total, with regis-
trations increasing by 
2,069 to 385,339. 

McMican Rd. complex will be added to city precinct 

GOP gains in off-year voter registration

City traffic accidents down in past 5 years

2024

10                                                                                                                         THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, January 23, 2025

 STAFF REPORT 
An analysis of the Marion Po-

lice Department’s law enforce-
ment activity from 2016 to 
2024 highlights several trends 
across key operational metrics. 
The data reflect changes in pa-
trol activity, investigations and 
arrests over the nine-year pe-
riod. 

Officers patrolled 23,545 
miles in 2024, marking a signif-
icant decrease from the pan-
demic years. During the 
pandemic, officers tended to 
spend more time in their cruis-
ters because personal contact 
was limited. 

The highest mileage occurred 
in 2021, while the lowest was 
recorded in 2024. 

The nine-year average for 
miles patrolled is 33,212. 

The department conducted 
150 criminal investigations in 

2024, an increase from 133 in 
2023. 

The lowest number of investi-
gations occurred in 2020, with 
113 cases, again, a situation 
perhaps marked by COVID-19 
when patroling was up and in-
dividual contact was at its low-
est. 

The nine-year average for 
criminal investigations is 160. 

After a dip during the pan-
demic, criminal investigations 
have increased slightly but re-
main below historical highs. 

Reported domestic incidents 
ranged from a high of 156 in 
2016 to a low of 74 in 2022. In 
2024, 88 incidents were 
recorded, below the nine-year 
average of 101. Reports of do-
mestic incidents have generally 
declined since 2016, with re-
cent years consistently below 
the nine-year average. 

Felony arrests peaked at 71 
in 2020 and have since de-
clined to 48 in 2024. That high 
figure in 2020 was largely 
skewed by a small number of 
individuals with multiple 
charges. The lowest number of 
felony arrests was 27 in 2018. 
The nine-year average for felony 
arrests is 51. 

Misdemeanor arrests were 
highest in 2017 and 2018, with 
113 each year. By 2024, misde-
meanor arrests dropped to 81, 
below the 9-year average of 95. 

Year-to-year figures for crim-
inal investigations and arrests 
(both felony and misdemeanor) 
showed significant fluctuations 
without consistent long-term 
trends. 

Traffic-related activity shows 
significant year-to-year vari-
ability across all metrics. 

Officers issued 212 traffic ci-

tations in 2024, a modest in-
crease from 189 in 2023. How-
ever, citation numbers have 
fluctuated, with the lowest 
recorded at 141 in 2020 and 
the highest at 238 in 2021. 

Traffic accidents reported in 
2024 totaled 69, an increase 
from 63 in 2023. The highest 
number of accidents, 72, oc-
curred in 2021, while 2020 
marked the lowest, with 50 ac-
cidents. Over the past five 
years, traffic accidents have de-
clined compared to the four-
year period from 2016 to 2019. 
In the past five years, the city 
has seen an average of 64.2 ac-
cidents per year, whereas that 
figure was 78 during the previ-
ous four-year period. 

Figures are provided monthly 
by the Marion Police Depart-
ment and accumulated by The 
Press. 

                                            Jan     Feb  March  April   May   June  July    Aug   Sept     Oct    Nov    Dec          2024       2023      2022      2021     2020     2,019      2018      2017       2,016      9y Avg 

Miles driven/patrolled       1,750  1,340  2,018   1,553  1,504  2,930 1,788  1,630  2,512   2,413  1,516  2591        23,545    24,766   39,844   41,460  37,101   34,380    33,312   32,000     32,496     33,212 
Criminal Investigations   10      16      14       8       18      11     16      11      10      12     13      11           150        133       146      132      113       144       203       207        209        160 
Domestics                        7        8        7        6       10       8       8        7       7        5       11       4             88          82         74       105       90        116        92        106        156        101 
Felony Arrests                 1        5        2        3        5        7       3        3       4        6       3        6             48          55         62        64        71         38         27         61          29          51 
Misd. Arrests                   2        5       13       8        6        5       4        3       2        8      13      12            81          93         99        94        80         97        113       113         86          95 
Non-Criminal Arrests      5       13       8       19      10       4       7        9       7        9       11      10           112         99        121       87        65         78         99         78          70          90 
DUI Arrests                      0        1        0        0        1        0       0        0       0        0       0        0              2            9           6          8          9           6          12         10          16           9 
Criminal Summons         0        0        2       25       1        6       2        2       4        6       3        0             51          46         31        29        14         20         41         43          37          35 
Traffic Citations               6        9        8       17      37       4      26      19     17      16     32      21           212        189       201      238      141       247       287       185        268        219 
Other Citations               13      25      27      56      29       2      16      22     16      24     30      25           285        307       332      246      155       254       273       236        257        261 
Traffic Warnings              5        1        5        3        2        9       1        4       5        4       4       12            55          48         31        58        35        141       123        97         118          78 
Parking Tickets               1        0        0        0        0        0       0        0       0        0       0        0              1            1           1          3          1           2           2           3            4             2 
Traffic Accidents             9        0       11        1        3        9       9        6       4        7       5        5             69          63         67        72        50         78         81         62          91          70 
Security Checks/Alarms     58      54      63      55      55      55     52      81     61      61     59      66           720        741       478      478      610       754       617       658        934        666 
Calls for Service/Complaints  179    188    241    206    236    250   240    245   207    222   215    149        2,578     2,463    2,119   2,000   1,987    2,287    2,681    2,196     3,407     2,413

MARION POLICE activity report 
Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity figures 
for every month of 2024. The chart also includes annual totals for 2016 through 
2024, and an annual average of those nine years.

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

Countywide 
FELONY CASES 

  Here are the number of in-
dividuals charged with felo-
nious crimes by year. 
These figures do not repre-
sent total number of felony 
charges, only cases. 
2024                     64 
2023                    79 
2022                    55 
2021                    46 
2020                    43 
2019                    65 
2018                    46 
 
2024 Felony Charges 

By Agency 
48 Marion Police Dept. 
75 Crittenden Sheriff’s Dept. 

GIVE YOUR 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 

SOME WINGS.
If you’re planning on flying in the U.S. or visiting a military base 

starting May 7th, 2025, you’ll need a Kentucky REAL ID driver’s 

license or an ID that is REAL ID compliant. Make a plan to get 

your Kentucky REAL ID today. Learn more at REALIDKY.com.

Voter registration 
numbers are rising in 
Crittenden County fol-
lowing the recent presi-
dential election, with 13 
new voters added to the 
rolls. The county contin-
ues its trend toward the 
Republican Party, which 
gained 32 voters over the 
past three months. In 
contrast, Democrats saw 
a decline of 21 regis-
trants. 

According to the latest 
data, Republicans now 
account for 61.6% of the 
county's registered vot-
ers, a significant increase 
from 55.4% at the end of 
2020. This shift is part of 
a long-term trend that 
has seen GOP registra-
tion rise steadily over the 
past two decades. In 
2008, Republicans made 
up just 42.7% of the elec-
torate, with increases in 
each subsequent election 
cycle. 

“For more than four 
decades dating back to 
the 1970s, Democrats 
outnumbered Republi-

cans in the county until 
October 2014, with the 
pendulum swung back to 
the GOP’s favor,” said 
Crittenden County Clerk 
Daryl Tabor. 

Despite no scheduled 
elections in 2025, elec-
tion officials remain busy 
behind the scenes. Plans 
are underway to update 
the voter rolls with new 
registrations, party 
changes and address up-
dates. Additionally, offi-
cials are considering 
redrawing precinct lines 
to incorporate the new 
housing development on 
McMican Road into one 
of the four city precincts. 
Work is also ongoing to 
complete Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) 
surveys for voting loca-
tions, Tabor said. 

Looking ahead, the fil-
ing period for local parti-
san offices will run from 
Nov. 5, 2025, to Jan. 9, 
2026. The filing period 
for non-partisan city 
council and school board 
races will take place in 

June 2025. 
Statewide, voter regis-

tration activity remains 
strong even in the ab-
sence of imminent elec-
tions. Secretary of State 
Michael Adams reported 
that 9,324 new voters 
registered in December 
2024. However, 4,962 
voters were removed 
from the rolls due to rea-
sons such as death, 
felony convictions, or re-
location. 

As of now, Republican 
registrants account for 
47% of Kentucky’s elec-
torate, or 1,674,447 vot-
ers. The party's 
registration increased by 
5,263 voters in Decem-
ber, reflecting a 0.32% 
gain. Democratic regis-
tration, meanwhile, fell 
by 2,970 voters, bringing 
the total to 1,499,867, 
which represents 42% of 
the electorate. Independ-
ent and third-party vot-
ers make up 11% of the 
state’s total, with regis-
trations increasing by 
2,069 to 385,339. 

McMican Rd. complex will be added to city precinct 

GOP gains in off-year voter registration

City traffic accidents down in past 5 years

2024


